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The birth of a male child was a signal for festivities the like of
which had seldom before been seen in Amarkot The fortress, en-
veloped in the light of the full moon, became the focal point of
rejoicings which, as is customary in the Orient, initially took the
form of prayers to thank the Lord of Creation for bestowing upon
the royal guests the gift of a son and heir. Drums were beaten to
proclaim the happy event to the population. When the dawn
broke, alms were distributed to the poor. Community kitchens
were set up and food served free to merry-makers and all those
who came to the town to take part in the celebrations. Temple
"bells were sounded, and nymph-like dancers, clad in their shim-
mering red and yellow raiment, went into ecstatic performance of
their skills before the images of deities worshipped for their sway
over the forces of procreation.
Inside the palace, the bunch of Mughal ladies congratulated
each other on an event they all believed was of uncommon signi-
ficance. Traysful of sweets were passed around, and tables heaped
ivith luscious fruits were laid out for the members of the King's
lousehold to feast upon. Merry-making continued for two days
.and nights without a stop. Khwaje Muazzam, brother of Hamida
Bami, received the felicitations of Rajput courtiers on behalf of
Humayun, and bestowed upon them khilats and robes of honour
-suited to their ranks. The Khwaja sent hard-riding horsemen to
convey the news to the Emperor who was camped sixteen miles
from Amarkot at a picturesque place abounding in water and
vegetation. When Tardi Beg broke the news to him, Humayun
prostrated himself on the ground to thank the Allah for His muni-
ficence. The assembled courtiers did the same. Some of them
ventured to suggest that Emperor return to Amarkot to share
with Hamida Banu the joy of parenthood, but in vain. Humayun
was determined to evade having a look at his son for thirty days.
The pronouncement of the wandering sadhu obsessed him. The
fond vision of a glorious future for the Timurid dynasty kept him
steadfast in his decision. "It may be unlucky to retrace our steps,'*
le told his counsellors.
The Mughal tradition demanded that the birth of a son and
ieir be celebrated in high-key to the accompaniment of what
Abul Fazl calls "the opening of the floodgates of generosity,55 but
Humayun resisted the temptation of staging a hallelujah at this
stage. The customary festivities, he felt, could be held only aftes